CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 10 – THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING INTIMACY WITH THE LORD
INTRODUCTION

Having intimacy with the LORD is a key to fulfilling all that God has planned for our life and growing in Christ-like character. The more time that we spend with the Lord, the more we become like Him and the more we gain His heart and love for people. Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of abiding in Him. 
“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5) 
Spending time in the presence of the LORD is crucial to knowing Him. When we spend time with the LORD we get to know Him and His desires become more and more our desires. In Psalm 37:4 we read the words of King David, “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:4)
The Apostle Paul wrote around one third of the New Testament and went on three major missionary journeys. His life was characterized by a great passion to know Christ and to make him known to others. In the book of Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote, 

“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)

To be truly effective in ministering the Word of God to others, we must communicate it to others out of our own revelation knowledge of Christ. Moses knew the LORD intimately. In the book of Exodus we read, “…the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Exodus 33:11) The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of all Christians knowing Christ intimately, 
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

Jesus Himself said, “‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

In this Christian Growth Key Study I will be looking at 7 areas in relation to having intimacy with God.

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING STILL BEFORE GOD (MAKING TIME TO GET ALONE WITH THE LORD)
King David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22) who knew the importance of getting alone to spend time with God. Spending time with the Lord first thing in the morning helps to strengthen us and to give us a clearer perspective of the day to come. King David, when writing about the joy of being in fellowship with God, emphasized the importance of starting the day with the Lord, 
“O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.” (Psalm 63:1) King David also wrote, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” (Psalm 46:10)
2) THE NEED TO HAVE REGULAR TIMES OF COMMUNION (PRAYER AND WORSHIP) WITH THE LORD
Even Jesus Himself after periods of long ministry frequently withdrew to pray to His Father. Jesus only ever did what His Father in Heaven told Him to do. (John 8:28-29) In the gospel of Luke we read, “So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.” (Luke 5:16) With many decisions to make in life and with many challenges to overcome, how we must learn to take our cares to the Lord in prayer and to seek His wisdom and direction continually. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:1)
Living a lifestyle of worship helps us to stay close to the Lord. King David was a great worshiper. In Psalm 34 he wrote, “I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” (Psalm 34:1) Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of true worship, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)
3) INVOLVING GOD IN ALL AREAS OF OUR LIFE (CONTINUALLY KEEPING OUR EYES ON JESUS)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
Involving the Lord in all that we do is a key to fulfilling our full potential in Christ. It is only when we take our eyes off the Lord and start looking at all the problems in our life that we become discouraged. The Apostle Peter, after Jesus called him to come to Him, walked on the water towards Jesus. However, the moment he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the circumstances around him, he began to sink. (Matthew 15:25-31)
As we continually involve the Lord in all that we do and in the choices that we make, we will experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10 and ultimately end up fulfilling our God given destiny.

4) THE IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING TO REST IN THE LORD (TO CONTINUALLY RENEW OUR STRENGTH)
Learning to rest in the Lord, even during the busyness of everyday life, helps us to maintain our strength. In His presence is fullness of joy. (Psalm 16:11) The joy of the Lord helps to give us strength. In Isaiah we read,
“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31) In Psalm 27 King David wrote, “Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD!” (Psalm 27:14)  WE MUST ALL LEARN TO REST IN THE LORD.
5) BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED AND LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (KNOWING THE VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT)

Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit is the key to being empowered for ministry. As we give out to others we must also be continually built up ourselves. The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of being filled with the Holy Spirit, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18) In the book of Jude we also read, “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20 and 21)

Being led by the Holy Spirit is the key to staying in the centre of God’s will for our life. The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of knowing and following God’s will and plan for our life, 
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) 

The Holy Spirit generally speaks to us in a still small voice. As we spend time in God’s presence we get to know the voice of the Holy Spirit. If we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our steps in life we will invariably fulfill all that God has planned for our life. (Philippians 1:6) Jesus Himself said,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26) and “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
6) HAVING A HEALTHY FEAR OF THE LORD IS A KEY TO MAINTAINING INTIMACY WITH GOD
Having a healthy fear of the Lord stops us from moving too far away from the will of God for our life. Having a healthy fear of God is to not want to lose the presence of God in our life. It helps us to stay on the narrow path that God has planned for our life and helps us to remain in an intimate relationship with the LORD. King David wrote, “The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him, And He will show them His covenant.” (Psalm 25:14)
7) THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD
When we meditate on the Word of God and apply it to our lives, we learn to remain strong during the trials of life. (Matthew 7:24-25) God also speaks through His Word to give us wisdom for making right choices in life as well as giving us direction for the future. (Psalm 119:105) Meditating on the Word of God is a key to being blessed and fruitful in our life. (Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 1:1-3)  REFER TO CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEY STUDY NO. 9
